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WEEK 2 // LOVE 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” –John 3:16 
 
What is the best Christmas gift you’ve ever received? Although 
new toys, games, phones, and jewelry are awesome, the best 
Christmas gifts cannot be wrapped. What makes Christmas 
awesome isn’t presents under the tree, but love that fills the 
room. Even though we all have different tastes in gifts, I think we 
can all agree that love is the greatest gift any of us could 
receive. 
 
The one thing we all want most is actually thing we all most 
warp. Many of us have been wounded by a lovely little phrase. 
Not a few men have wooed their wives with “I love you” so she 
will walk down the wedding aisle only to later drag her through 
divorce court. Far too many moms and dads have told their 
children, “I love you” only to never be seen again. Even friends 
may declare their love with one side of their mouths only to later 
bite with betraying gossip. 
 
In our world, the phrase, “I love you” is recklessly wielded, too 
often as a lethal weapon of Hallmark sentimentalism. “I love you” 
is so easy to say that we don’t even have to think about what it 
means. Love, many times, is a mirage. “I love you” has a 
promising ring, but when it proves untrue, the cut is deep. 
 
Love is a precious, invaluable gift. The tough part is knowing 
when to trust love is true and when to trust love will last. The 
birth of Jesus is the best gift we could ever receive because in 
the incarnation God says to his people, “I love you, and I always 
will.” God loves. And his love is real. It’s no mirage.  
 
How can we be certain? Because the same John who tells us 
God so loves the world also tells us God is love (1 John 4:8). The 
affection and commitment to do good for his people is at the 
very essence of God. It’s who he is. God doesn’t have to 
convince himself to love you. He doesn’t have to overcome any 
feelings of disgust or unfaithfulness in him. God loves because 
God is love. 
 
How does God love us? How is his love on clearest display in the 
coming of Christ? Well, Jesus tells us, “For God so loved…” The 



word “so” in John 3:16 doesn’t describe an amount of love. It 
describes God’s way of loving. Jesus isn’t saying, “Boy, does God 
love you a whole bunch.” Instead, he says, “God loves by giving 
his only begotten Son so that all who believe in him would never 
perish, but always live. 
 
God’s giving of his Son was a powerful declaration and act of 
love. He gave his Son up to suffering and death. You can know “I 
love you” is real when it costs the speaker something to love. 
Anyone can say “I love you.” Only those who actually love, that 
is, give of themselves for the sake of another, mean what they 
say. God’s “I love you” is real because his love is costly and 
sacrificial. He means it, and he shows it. When God gave up his 
Son, he gave him up to die so anyone who believes in him never 
will. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us” (1 
John 3:16). 
 
This Christmas we should think much on the love of God for us in 
Christ. His love is real and it rescues; it’s costly and constant. It’s 
a very powerful and painful love. Christmas is the celebration of 
this simple, yet precious truth: “For God so loved.” 

ADVENT PRAYER FOCUS 
This Advent season we are praying for unreached people groups. 
An unreached people group is identified as a people group that 
has absolute minimal access to the gospel. Each week we will 
pray for a different unreached people group. 
 
People Group // The Japanese peoples  
 
Population // 120,723,000 

Language // Japanese 

Main Religion // Atheism 

 
Prayer Point // That God would reveal himself and his people 
would sacrifice to penetrate this people with the gospel. 

ADVENT APPLICATION 
Encourage someone this week with God’s love. 
 
Evaluate your heart. Have you ever been betrayed by someone 
who said they loved you? How can you trust God’s love for you 
in Jesus? 
 
Express God’s love for you by writing down some ways God 
loves you, or by drawing or painting a picture that conveys 
God’s love for you.



ADVENT CATECHESIS // WEEK 2 
 
[The Lighthouse Catechism] 
Q 23. Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought 
back into God’s favor? 
A. Yes. God reconciles us to himself by a Redeemer. 
 
Q 24. Who is the Redeemer of God’s people? 
A. The only redeemer of God’s people is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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